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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

The rapid sale of two Editions of the First Part of this 
little work, and the numerous testimonies which have 
reached me as to its usefulness, especially in National 
Schools, fill me with gratitude to Almighty God. 

I trust that this Second Part may, by God's blessing, 
be of still further use in building- up the children 
of the Church in the Faith into which they have been 
baptized. 

The Third Part, containing the Office of the Holy 
Communiofi, is in course of preparation. 

J. W. G. 

Guildford, Jwm 12, 1872. 
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CHAPTER I. 

1. "piBPINITION.— Baptism is the appointed 
J-^ means for enteiing the Church of Christ. The 
tot mention of Baptism by water in the New Testa- 
ment is found in S. Matt. iii. 1, 6, where we read that 
B. John baptized in the river Jordan. This was the 
baptism of repentance, and only had the outward sign 
of water. After our Blessed Lobd had been baptized, 
what had before been merely an outward rite became 
a Sacrament of life-giving power. The original mean- 
ing of the word Sacrament is, " An oath,'' implying a 
covenant — that is, an agreement to which two parties 
are necessary. There are two Sacraments mentioned in 
the Catechism as generally necessary to salvation— viz. 
Baptism and The Supper of the Lord. The word 
generally, as used here, means universally. 

2. PaiTts of Baptism. — A Sacrament needs an 
outward sign— which in Baptism is Water, signifying 
cleansing ; and an inward grace — which in Baptism is the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, by Whom alone we have power 
to repent, and believe in the promises of QoD, 

3. Baptism a Oovehant. — ^As we have said before^ 
a covenant is an agreement between two parties. 

(a) Qod'spart, — By Baptism Qod makes us '^ members 
of Christ, children of God, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven." 

(6) Man^s part. — ^We promise renunciation of evil; 
faith ; and obedience. 

. , 4. Analogy to Gfrcumcision.— Circumdsi^ in 
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the Jewish Church was analogous to Baptism in the 
^ ^Imstian : it was the means of entrance into the blessings 
of the Old Covenant, but it was purely a carnal ordinance, 
and conveyed no spiritual graces. Baptism is a Divine 
Sacrament, resembling Circumcision, inasmuch as it also 
admits into the Church, but diifering from it, as, in 
addition to the outward part, it has the inward grace of 
I theSpxAirr 

6. Institution. — On the Mount of Olives, immediately 
before His Ascension, our Blessed Lord foretold to His 
Apostles that they should be " baptized with the Holt 
Ghost not many days hence " (Acts i. 5) ; and when 
they had been thus baptized. He commanded them to 
go forth and ^' baptize all nations, in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" 
(S. Matt, xxviii. 19). 

The promise of Jesus was fulfilled on the Day of 
Pentecost. The Holy Spirit descended upon the 
Apostles ; and S. Peter began to preach and to exhort 
the Jews to '' repent and be baptized for the remission 
of sins " (Acts il 38). And from this first Whitsun Day, 
all through the Church's history. Baptism has been 
recognized as the only means of admission into the 
visible Church of Christ, and the appointed channel 
through which we receive the germs of that spiritual 
life which is the gift of the Holy Ghost. 



CHAPTER IL 
Acriptate JEHuetrations: ®Iti SCestatnent 

THE Old Testament contains many t3rpes of, and pro- 
phetic allusions to. Baptism. A tvpe is a figure 
of a future reality. We will take some of the principal 
ones. 

1. The Creation.— " The Spirit of God moved 
upon the fiEkce of the waters" (Gen. i 2), and light and 
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life began : bo God the Holt Ghost invisibly moves 
upon the face of the water in Baptism, and the spiritual 
life is begun, and the light of the Holy Spirit shines in 
the soul. 

The birth of the world is a type of our spiritual birth. As "the 
earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of 
the deep/' until the SpniiT of Qod moved upon the face of the waters, 
so we are bom in sin, children of wrath. Ail is dark and dreary until 
we are bom anew of water and the Spibit. 

2. The Flood,— This washed away the wickedness 
of the old world ; so by Baptism original sin is washed 
away, and we are placed in a new state of being in the 
ark of Christ's Church. 

3. The Pctssafire of the Bed Sea (Exod. zlv. 
29). — This is one of the most perfect types of Holy 
Baptism. 

Egfij^t is a type of the state of original sin in which 
we are bom. 

The B^td. Sea typifies the outward sign, viz., the Water 
rendered efficacious by the Precious Blood of Jesus 
Christ. 

The destruction of Pharaoh and his host typifies the 
renunciation of man's three great enemies, viz., the Devil, 
the world, and the flesh. 

The Pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire typify 
the inward grace — the gift of the Blessed Spirit. 

The WUdemess — the road to Canaan, the Promised 
Land, typifies the Church, the road to Heaven, in which 
we are placed by Baptism. 

4. TheOleansinfirofNaaman (2 Kings v. 14). 
The cleansing of the Syrian Gentile by the waters of 
Jordan was a type of the bringing in of the Gentiles 
into the Church by the waters of Baptism. We may 
learn from this never to despise any means of grace that 
God has appointed, however simple they may appear. 

6. The Laver.— This was in the Court of the 
Tabernacle, in which the Priests washed before they 
entered the Tabernacle (Exod. 2txx. 17-22). 
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6. The Molten Sea. in the Temple (1 Kings vil 
23) borne upon twelve oxen, looking every way, is a type 
of Baptism, which by the Apostles was extended not to 
one nation only, but throughout the world. 

7. The Cleansiii^ of the Leper (Lev. xiv.). 
The bird slain in the vessel of water = the Precious 

Blood of Jesus giving the cleansing power to the water. 

The live bird = the soul freed from sin. 

The cedar = the Cross. 

The scarlet == the sin that is washed away (Isa. i. 18). 

The hyssop = the purifjring of the soul (Ps. li. 7). 

AU these had to oe dipped in the blood and the 
water. 

The seven spririklings oi the leper = the sevenfold gifts 
6f the Spirit. 

After his cleansing he had to shave himself, and wash, 
and offer other gifts, typifying our side of the Baptismal 
Covenant, i,e. Repentance, Faith, and Obedienca 



CHAPTER ni. 

£cr{]iture Mwttaiim^i TStbs ^tsAaxrmt 

I. "M'BOBSSITY of Baptism.— That Baptism is 
-*-^ the only entrance into Christ's Kingdom, the 
Church, we learn : 

1. From our Blessed Lord's words to Kicodemus (S. 
John iii 1-5), " Except a man be bom of water," etc* 

2. His parting Commission to His Apostles (S. Malt, 
xxviii. 19 ; S. Mark xvi 16). See par. 5, page 6. 

3. S. Paul, although he had been converted miracu- 
lously, had to be baptized before his sins could be washed 
away (Acts is. 18, xxii. 16). 

4. Although the Holy Ghost had fallen on Cornelius 
and his company, they must still be admitted into the 
Ohurch bv the means God had appointed, — Holy 

otism (Acts X, 44-4d). - 
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Instances of Baptism. 

1. Our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ (S. Matt. iii. 17). 

2. The Three Thousand on the Feast of Pentecost (Acts 
ii41). 

3. The Samaritans (viii. 12). 

4. The Ethiopian eunuch (viii. 36-40). 
6. S. Paul (ix. 18). 

6. The household of Cornelius (x. 47, 48). 

7. The household of Lydia (xvi. 14, 15). 

8. The household of the jailer at Philippi (xvi. 30-34). 

9. The Corinthians (xviii. 8). 

II. Areruments for Infant Baptism. 

1. Our Blessed Lord's conduct towards little children 
when they were brought to Him. He rebuked those that 
would have kept them from Him, saying, '* Suffer the 
little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven." 

2. Baptism, the means of admission into the New 
Covenant, superseded Circumcision, which was the en- 
trance into the Old Covenant. By God's express com- 
mand the Jewish child was to be circumcised on the 
eighth day after his birth, so, had He not intended that 
infants should be baptized, there would naturally have 
been an express command to the contraiy. 

3. The Anostles baptized whole households, as the 
household of Lydia and the jailer (Acts xvi. 15, 33) ; 
and of Stephanas (1 Cor. i. 16), and it was very unlikely 
that all these would be without children. 

4. From the time of the Apostles infants have always 
been baptized. Justin Martyr, who lived in the second 
century after Christ, says that there were many 
Christians in his time, some sixty and some seventy 
years old, who had been the disciples of Christ from 
their infancy. He wrote this about a.d. 148, and there- 
fore those who had been baptized in their infancy, sixty 
or seventy years before, must have been baptized whilst 
some of the Apostles were living. 

Irenaeus, who was a disciple of S. Polycarp, the dis- 
ciple of S. John the Pivine, wrote thus aWt a^d, n^ ; 
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** Christ came to save all persons who by fllm are 
REGENERATE unto Gk>D, infants and little ones^ and 
children and youths, and elder persons." 

Origen, who lived in the oeginning of the third 
century, writes : " What is the reason, why the Baptism 
of the Church, which is given for the remission of sins, 
is by the custom of the Church given to infants also? 
. . ."For that reason infants are baptized, because by 
the Sacrament of Baptism the pollution of our birth is 
taken away.'' 



CHAPTER IV. 

Eequtrimentd : (Sfxtental anti Intental. 

I. 1. "TT^XTERNALS. — There are four externals neces- 
Pj sary to make a Sacrament vidid. 
Matter, i,e. the thing used. 
Form, i.e, the words said. 
Minister. 
Recipient. 

In Baptism, 

(a) The Matter must be Water. 

(6) The Form, the Invocation of the Blessed Trinity. 

(c) The Minister J a Bishop, or Priest ; or Deacon, in 
the absence of a Priest ; or in cases of necessity, any one. 

(d) The Recipient, any human being. 

2. Place. — The proper place for the administration of 
Baptism is a Church, and in the presence of the con- 
gregation ; though in cases of necessity it may be 
administered anywhere. 

3. Time. — The Rubric orders that Baptism shall be 
administered on Sundays and Holy Days, when the 
greatest number of people are pipesent; and after the 
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2nd Lesson at Morning or Evening Prayer, when the 
Congregation ia assembled ; for two reasons : — 

(a) That they may Us^^fy to reception of the newly- 
baptized into the Church ; 

(6) That each one may be rvmvnjMi, of his own Bap- 
tism and the solemn profession he then made to GfoD. 

"In ancient times Baptism was not commonly ministered but at 
two times in the year, at Saster and Whitsmitide, at wbicb times 
it was openly ministered in the presence of the Congregation." — iTingf 
Edioard VI. 'a First Prayer Book. 

4. The Pont to be filled with pure Water.— 

The Font is placed near the entrance, thus signifying 
that Baptism is the door of admission into the Church. 

That water is essential, is implied by the word to 
baptize, which comes from a Greek word signifying to 
bathe or dip. 

Our Blessed Lord Jesus speaks to Nicodemus of 
water as a means of the New Birth (S. John iil 5). 

II. Internal Requirements. 

1. Repentance in this case means something more 
than sorrow for sin ; it implies a state of acceptance, or 
freedom from the guilt of that sin which is part of our 
nature as children of Adam. 

2. Faith is a gift from God and belongs to the 
spiritual life, as Beason does to the intellectual life. 

Faith is not more stn^ogly spoken of as a requisite fbr Baptism than 
it was for Circnmcisioh (Rom. iv. IT). 

Though faith was necessary for Abraham before he received the seal 
of the covenant, it was not necessary for his infant children, though 
they were equaUy bound afterwards to fulfil its obligations. 

These requisites are often brought as arguments 
against Infant Baptism. It is said, " How can a little 
infant repent and believe 1 " 

Sponsors. — As infants are unable to promise faith 
and repentance for themselves, the Church appoints that 
they shall have sponsors, who shall be their mouthpiece, 
and. the child is as much bound to perform these vow 
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as if he had spoken the words for himself ; just as, if a 
king is crowned in his infancy, the coronation oath is 
taken for him by another person, who is called a deputy ; 
also in legal matters, trustees often have to take oaths 
for a child. In both these cases, if others did not act 
for children, they would be deprived of benefits. So 
the blessing of Holv Baptism must not be withheld from 
children because tlbey are unable to answer for them- 
selves. 

The Rubric orders that there shall be three sponsors for each child : 
two godfathers and one godmother for a boy, one godlkther and two 
godmothers for a girL 



CHAPTER V. 
®ffice for PuiiUc Bapttssm of Infants. 

THERE are three services for the administration of 
Baptism in our Prayer Book. 
I. The Public Baptism of Infants. 
II. The Private Baptism of Children in Houses. 
III. The Public Baptism of such as are of Riper 
Years. 

First, we will consider the service for the Public 
Baptism of Infants. 

This may be divided into four parts. 
I. The Introduction. 

II. The part addressed to the Sponsors, which in- 
cludes the Baptismal vows. 

III. The Sacramental Act. 

IV. The Conclusion. 

I. 1. The Introduction. Openingr Question, — 
" Hath this Child been already baptized ? *' This is a 
very important question, as Baptism may only be ad- 

"uistered once. 
^ Because Baptism is the washing away of original 
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sm, and original sin can only be washed away 
once. 
(&) Because Baptism is a New Birth, and as we can 
only be bom into the world once, so we can only 
be bom into the Church, or spiritually bom, once. 

2. The Exhortation calls upon the congregation 
to pray for the child about to be baptized. 

First, we are told wA-y we should pray for it — because 
it is bom in sin, a child of wrath. 

Secondly, wlwi we are to pray for — that it may be 
bom anew of water and the Spirit, and be made a child 
of God. Water for the outward cleansing ; the Spirit 
for the inward purifying. 

3. First Collect. — In the Address, the two great 
types of Baptism are mentioned. 

(a) The Fhod,. the Baptism of the world, in which all 
its cormptions were drowned. 

(6) The FcLssage of (he Israelites through the Red Sea ; 
the Baptism of the Jewish Church, by which they 
escaped from bondage and were placed in the 
wHdemess, — the road to the Promised Land. 

We also remind Almighty Gop of the Baptism of 
His Well-Beloved Son, which sanctified all water which 
should hereafter be used for that purpose, and was as it 
were a sealing of those Old Testament types we have 
already quoted. 

In the Petition we ask that the child may be delivered 
from God's wrath, and placed in a state of acceptance by 
the cleansing waters of Baptism ; and that the threefold 
gifts, which are the fruits of the Spirit and make the 

Eerfection of Christian life, may be granted to him, that 
e may be stedfast in the Faitn that alone can triumph 
in the end, joyful through the Hope without which 
Faith might shrink from the struggle, and rooted in 
that perfect Charity^ i.e, love to God and man, without 
which all other virtues are as nothing. 

4. Second Collect.— In this there are two peti- 
tions: — 
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(a) That the child may o^in remission of his sins, 
i.e. that the sin which he inherits from Adam may be 
washed away ; and, because after Baptism he may still 
fill! away, we go on to ask 

(h) That he may not forfeit that inheritance into which 
he is about to enter. 

We remind our Heavenly Father, why it is that we 
dare to ask for these blessings. We come to Him in faith, 
and trust in the promises oi His Well-Beloved Son. 

I%e Everlastiiig Benediction of the Heavenly Washing, 
The blessing given in Holy Baptism will be the child's 
for ever if he only keep it — ^the Holy Spirit given 
to him then will be with nim all through his life, if only 
he remain faithful ; and bring him saiely at last to the 
Heavenly Eangdom. 

5. The Gospel.— Our Blessed Lord's blessing of 
little children, which has already been quoted as an 
argument for Infant Baptism. 

And it is upon this act of His that we base our 
belief that He will favourably receive the child now 
brought to Him. 

6. Third Collect.— First, we give thanks to God 
for our own Baptism, that He hath called us to be 
Christians. Gra^x and Faith are gifts of God (Eph. iL 
8). We so on to ask that we may progress in the state 
of grace in which we have been placed by Baptism. 

Confirm this Faith, —Strengthen and make it an abiding 
faith. 

Then we pray that these gift3 of the Holy Spirit 
may be bestowed upon the child, and that he may so 
grow in grace that ne may not lose the inheritance mto 
which he is about to enter. 

Tills Collect is generally said by the whole Congregation, and though 
there is no Rubric to that effect, yet it seems in accordance with the 
invitation of the previous words of the address, ** Let us faithfully and 
devoutly give thanks and say. " 

II. The Address to the Sponsors. 

A. The Baptismal Vows, our side of the Cover 
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nant, are preceded by an Address to the Sponsors, 

reminding them, First, of what they have already done. 

They have 'preseftvted the child. 

They have 'prayed for him. 

Secondly, they have heard that Jesus Christ is 
willing to give all these blessings to a little child. 

Thirdly, they asre reminded of what they are about to 
do, they are to promise in the name of the child, 
Bepentance, Faith and Obedience. 

They have prayed Our Lord Jesus Christ to per- 
form His part of the Covenant, which is as follows ; — 

(a) To receive him.—" Receive him, O Lord, as 
Thou hast promised by Thy Well-Beloved Son, saying. 
Ask, and ye shall have ; seek, and ye shall find," etc. 

(6) To releeuse him of his sins.— "We call upon 
Thee for this Infant, that he coming to Thy Holy 
Baptism may receive remission of his sins by spiritufi 
regeneration" (2nd Collect). " Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you ... for the remission of sins " (Acts 
ii. 38). " Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins " (Acts xzii. 16). 

(c) To sanctify him with the Holy Ghost.— 

" Wash him, and sanctify him with the Holt Ghost '' 
rist Collect). " Give Thy Holy Spirit to this infant " 
(3rd Collect). " Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you, . . . and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost" (Acts ii. 38). "If ye then being evil know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask Him 1 " (S. Luke xi. 13). 

(d) To give him the Kingrdom of Heaven.— 

*'That he being delivered from Thy wrath may be 
received into the Ark of Christ's Cnurch.** By Bap- 
tism we are admitted into Christ's Kingdom, the 
Church. " Except a man be bom of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into tiie Kingdom of God" 
(S. John iii 5). 

(e) And everlasting life.—*' That ... he may 
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80 pass the waves of this toonblesome world, that finally 
he may come to the land of everlasting life" (Ist 
Collect). '^ That this Infant may enjoy the everlasting 
benediction of Thy heavenly washing, and may come 
to the eternal kingdom which Thou hast promised by 
Christ our Lord." 

The Church assures us that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who has said, "Ask, and ye shall receive," and "Whatso- 
ever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive ** 
(S. Matt xxi. 22), will most surely perform His 
promises : but as a covenant is an agreement between 
two parties, the child has conditions to fulfil on his part. 

B. — Thb Baptismal Vows. 
This Infant must also fluthftOly, for his 
part, promise by you that are his Sureties. 



OodparentB are also called Sponsors and Sureties 
Sponsors, because they under 
certain things. 



Sponsors, because l^ey unaertake for the child that he shall do 



Sureties or Securities, because they are Securities to the Church that 
the child shall be virtuously brought up. 

They take ho vows for themselves, they are merely the child's mouth- 
piece. They promise and vow three things in the child's name. 

1. Benimciation. — To renounce means to cast off, 
to haye nothing to do with. What are we to renounce 1 

a) The Devil— the Evil One. 
6^ The world — the evil of others, 
c) The flesh — ^the evil of self. 

2. Faith. — To believe all the articles of the 
Christian Faith. 

3. Obedience. — To keep God's commandments. 

1. Vo-w of Renunciation.— (a) To renounce the 
Devil and all his works. All sins are works of the 
Devil, though there are some sins which more especially 
belong to him; these are called spiritual sins, because 
they are not sins of the body but of the mind, — such 
as pride, ambition, lyine, envy, and hatred. 

Our Blessed Lord calls the Devil a murderer, because 
he is bent on destroying the souls of men by tempting 
them to sin. 

We are doing the Devil's work if we tempt others to 
do wrong. How can we tempt them ? 
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By setting a bad example, — ^by persuading another to 
do wrong,— ^y laughing at any one for doing right, — 
by speaking bghtly of sin. 

S. Paul called Elymas " a child of the Devil," because 
he tried to turn the deputy from the faith (Acts xiiL 
7-11). 

(6) ITw vain porwp and glory of the world, — Not to care 
too much for riches, dress, pleasure, — not to be afraid 
of the opinion of others, — ^to avoid bad companions, — 
those who lead us into sin. 

(c) The oa/nfuil desires of the flesh, (See Gal. v. 19-21.) 
Also eating or drinking too much, idleness and such 
like, these lead on to those greater sins that S. Paul 
speaks of. 

2. Vow of Faith. — To believe all the Articles of the 
Christian Faith, 

(a) In God the Father, Who made us. 
(6) In God the Son, Who redeemed us. 
(c) In God the Holt Ghost, Who sanctifieth us. 

Our faith must be a living faith ; it must show itself 
in our lives. For instance, if we believe that Almighty 
God is our Father, we shall love, honour and obey Him. 
"Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doeth the 
will of My Father which is in Heaven" (S. Matt, 
vii. 21). 

3. Vow of Obedience.— -We promise, To keep 
OoD*s commandments^ which set before us Our duty to 
God, and Our duty to our neighbour (S. Luke x. 
26-29). 

TUs ends the introductory or prepamtoTy part of the Service. In 
ancient times it was quite sei)arate from the administration of Baptism, 
and vas generally used some time before. 

in. The Sacramental Act. — The third part of the 
Service includes the Sacramental Act itself. This is 
preceded by the Benediction of the Water, which 
m former times did not take place at every Baptism, but 
whenever fresh water was put into the Font, which was 
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ordered to be done once a month at least. The Rubric 
directing that the Font should be refilled at every 
Baptism was added in the last Prayer Book (1662). 

1. Pour short Prayers. 

These have been slightly altered ; they used to nm thns, ** Qrant 
that the old Adam in them that shall be baptized in this Fountain,*' 
etc Now they are used as prayers for the Sanctiflcation of the child. 

(a) Ghrant that the old Adam, etc (Rom. vi. 3-7.) 
-rAlthough by Baptism the guilt of original sin is 
washed away, the evil nature still remains, so we ask 
in this prayer that not only the g^ili but the f(/mtfr of 
original sin may be taken away. 

THa New Matt— Jesus Christ, Who by His Incarna- 
tion took upon Him our human nature, that He might 
make us partakers of Hi^ Divine Nature. 

(5) Grajit that all carnal affections, etc. —The 
former prayer is a petition that the poioer of our evil 
nature, which is the cause of sin, may be removed; in this 
one we ask that the sin which is the effect of this evil 
nature may be destroyed. 

(c) Grant that he may have power, etc.— This 
prayer goes a step higher, and asks that not only may. 
sin lose its power, but also that the child may have 
spiritual strength to conquer, and triumph over^ those 
enemies that he has renounced. 

{a) Grant that this child . . . may be endued 

with heavenly virtues. — ^That he may not only 
keep from sin, but may grow in holiness. 

2. The Prayer for the Sanctiflcation of l^e 
Water, — In the Address — first, we I'emind our 
Heavenly Father of the great figure of the two Sacra- 
ments, viz., the shedding out of His most precious Side 
both water and blood. 

Secondly, of our Blessed Lobd's parting commieHsion to 
Apostles. 

m follow two petitions : — 
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(a) For Ae Sanctification of the Water — ^to the 
mystical washing away of sin. 

(6) That the ehild may never lose the blessings which 
he is about to receive. 

The Benediction of the Water is not essential to the Sacrament, but 
it is a solemn act, symbolical of the work of God in the Sacrament- -of 
the Spirit of God moving upon tiie face of the waters and giving them 
power to bring forth life abundantly. 

3. Naming of the Child.— The custom of giving a 
name at Baptism dates from the earliest times of the 
Church. It arose from the Jewish usage (ordained by 
Almighty Gk)D) of giving a Name at Circumcision. 

4. The Act of Baptism.— Now comes the great 
Act for which all that has gone before is but a prepara- 
tion. Only two things are necessary to the validity of 
the Sacrament, viz., (^ Pouring of Water unon the child 
or person, and (6) the Words " In the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 

This being done, the Holy Kite is complete; the 
child of wratii has become the child of God. Almighty 
God has performed His part of the Covenant. He has 
made the child A member of Christ, The child of God, 
and An inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

5. Reception into the Church. — " We receive this 
child,** etc. This is a solemn declaration that the 
child is now a Christian, that he has been admitted 
into Christ's Church by his Baptism ; and the sign of 
the Cross is marked upon his forehead as a token 
that Jesus Christ is his Lord and Master, Who 
upon the Cross overcame those enemies which he has 
renounced. 

IV. The Conclusion.— First, the Priest calls upon 
the congregation to offer up Thanksgiving and Prayers 
to Almighty God. 

1. The Lord's Prayer is the first act of Thanks- 
giving and Prayer. He who has been made the child 
of God is now entitled to use it. 
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2. We yield Thee heaity thanks, eto. 

fa) For the Eeg&Mfratvm of the Child. 
[6) For his Aiofpiwn, as Gk>D'B child, Trhich is a conse- 
quence of Regeneration, 
(c) For his Incorporation into the ChurcL 

3. We beseech Thee to grrant, etc.— That the 
child may not fall back into that state of bondage from 
which he has been released, that he may have grace and 
strength to perform his part of the covenant, that he 
may not forfeit the blessings he has received. The 
service concludes with 

An exhortation to the Sponsors. 

Ist Beminding them of what they have already done. 

2nd, Of what remains for them to do — they must see 
that the child is taught the nature of the vows he has 
made, and that he is instructed in the Faith. He must 
be taught The Creed, which he has promised to believe ; 
The Hird^B Prayer, that he may ask for help to fight 
against the enemies that he has renounced ; The Ten 
(hmmandments, which he has engaged to keep, and the 
remainder of the Church Catechism. Finally, the Church 
exhorts the Sponsors to take care that, as soon as the 
child has been thus instructed, he be brought to the 
Bishop to be confirmed by him. 



GLOSSART OF TERMS. 

Alloweth. An old word signifying approves or 
accepts. 

Abolish. To put an end to ; to destroy. 

Benediction. Blessing, especially that given by a 
father to his children. 

Covetous. Eager desire. 

Oamckl. Fleshly. 

Confirm. Strengthen, establish. 
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Dedicate. Devote, set apart 

Eternal. Without beginning or end. 

Exhort. To incite by words to an action. 

Font, from Fom, a fountain. 

Grafted. To insert a branch of one tree into the 
stock of another; to join one thing so as to get support 
from another. 

Infinite. Having no boundary or limit. 

Immortal. Never dying, cannot die. 

Lively member. A living member. 

Mortify. To destroy, or make dead. 

Mysticed.. Not to be understood; above human 
intelligence. 

Profession. An open declaration ; an acknow- 
ledgment. 

Eesurrection. Rising from the dead. 

Remission. Forgiveness, pardon. 

' Begronerate. Being bom again. 

Renounce. To cast off; to have nothing to do 
with. 

Residue. The rest ; the remainder. 

SaJlotify. To make holy ; to free from the power 
of sin. 

Supplication. Asking, or intreating humbly. 

Vouchsafe. To condescend ; to grant. 

Vulfirar tongrue. The language of the country. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
Pcffiate ISopttem of (!D|)tItrtm in f^oustee. 

THE Qmrch provides a form for the Private Baptism 
of childien in houses, in cases of sickness, in order 
that no one, however young, may die unbaptized. We 
have before seen that Baptism is the Sacrament that 
washes away original sin, fiiat makes the child of wrath 
a child of God, and gives him an inheritance in the 
Kingdom of Heaven; in a word, it is necessary to 
salvation. 

1. The Introdnction, or preparatory part of the 
«ervice, is left to ti^e discretion of the Minister, to say so 
much of it as he thinks fit, or as time will allow. 

2. The Matter and Form are specified, as they 
must always be the same to render the Sacrament valid. 

3. The Thanksgrivin^ concludes the Office. This 
is the same as in Public Baptism, except that the peti- 
tion, that the child may have grace to keep his Baptismal 
vows, is omitted, as Private Baptism is only allowed on 
the supposition that he will not live to come of age to 
perform them, so it is not necessary that he should take 
them. 

4. Beception. — The Rubric directs that if a child 
do afterward live, it is expedient that he be brought to 
Church, not because the Sacrament is incomplete, but 

(a) As a public recognition of his Baptism. 

(&) That he may, by the mouth of his Sponsors, take 
the vows which were omitted when it was thought 
" he would not " come of age'* to perform them. 

If the minister present baptized the child himself, he certifies the 
same to the congregation ; if not, he is bound to inqnire whether aU 
was rightly done,— what matter and what words wore used. 
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If he is assured that all was properly performed, i.e. that ** the child 
was baptized with water, in tiie Name of the Father, and of the Sok, 
and of the Holt Ghost," he shall then declare it to the Congregation. 

If the answers are so uncertain, that after caroftd ezamlnauon he 
cannot be thns assured^.te shall l^j>tize the child conditionally, 
thus :— 

" If thou art not already baptized, I baptize thee," etc. 

If all has been riglitly done, the Minister proceeds 
with the service, which is the same as that for Public 
Baptism (omitting the first Exhortation, the four short 
prayers for the Sanctification of the Child, and the one 
for the Benediction of the Water), excepting that the 
child is spoken of as already baptized instead of as 
about to 1)6. For instance, in the Exh(»i;ation after the 
Gospel, instead of — 

"Doubt ye not, therefore, but earnestly believe that 
He win favourably receive this present infant," it 
is,— 

" Doubt ye not .... that He iMdln. favourably re- 
ceived this present infant ;" and so on throughout the 
service. 

The Lord's Prayer here occupies the same place that 
it did in King Edward the Sixth's First Prayer Book. 
Then it was followed by the Creed. 

In the short Exhortation beginning ''Seeing now 
dearly beloved brethren," etc., the words "by Bap* 
tism " are inserted before the word "Regenerate," thus 
showing that all was done that was necessary to the 
Sacrament at the Private Baptism, that it was t^n that 
the child was made "regenerate and grafted into the 
body of Christ's Church," and that the, service that has 
just taken place is only necessary as a public recognition 
that he is a Christian, and also, as we nave said oefore, 
that he may take the vows. 



24 The Office for those of Riper Years. 



CHAPTEE VII. 
W^t ®ffice fot Public ISopttem tA ij^oee A %xftt 

I. TTISTORICAL.— Tins Office was added in the last 
JLJL Prayer Book(1662)y partly (as the Preface to the 
Prayer Book tells us) on account of the growth of Ana- 
baptism, and partly as a provision for the Baptism of 
the heathens in our foreign dominions. It is to be used 
also for those whose Baptism has been neglected in in- 
fancy, and who are of age both to answer for themselves, 
and also to fulfil the requirements of actual Faith and 
Eepentance. 

The Rubric directs that such persons shall be in- 
structed in the Christian Religion, and that they be 
exhorted to "prepare themselves with Prayers and 
Fastings for the receiving of this Holy Sacrament," that 
they may understand the conditions of the Covenant 
into which they are about to enter. 

Although they are to answer for themselves, the 
Church appoints that they shall have Godparents, not, 
as in the case of infants, to be their mouthpiece, but as 
witnesses. 

II. DirFBRENCBS. — The Service is almost the same as 
that for infants — the chief differences are: 

1. The First Exhortation speaks of actual as 
well as original sin to be washed away. 

2. The Address to the Sponsors, in the case of 
infants, is here spoken to the candidates themselves. 

3. The Gospel relates our Blessed Lobd's conversa- 
tion with Nicodemus on the New Birth, instead of His 

ssing of little children. 
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« 

4. The Exhortation after the Gospel brings 
out very strongly the necessity of Baptism, and the 
internal requirements — Repentance and Faith. 

'' He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." 
" Repent and be baptized every one of you/* etc. 

5. The Candidates answer for themselves. 

6. The Thanksgiving" after Baptism is almost the 
same as the one that follows the Exhortation after the 
Gospel. 

7. In the Exhortation to the Sponsors in in- 
fant Baptism, they are told tiiat it is their duty to see 
that the child be iaw^hi what a solemn vow he has 
made. In the case of an adult, they are only to remind 
him, because he has already been instructed in his 
duties as a Christian — namely. Repentance, Faith 
and Obedience. 



Glossary. 

Adult. — A grown up person, or, in this case, one 
who is capable of being sufficiently instructed as to be 
able to answer for himself. 

Anabaptists. — A sect of persons who do not believe 
in infant Baptism, and who do not think a person may 
be baptized until he is old enough to understand what 
he is doing. 

Candidate. — One who is seeking for some office and 
preferment. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 
fUSj&at donCtmatfan &♦ 

1. /^*>tONFIRMATION is the completion of Baptism. 
\J In Baptism God the Holy Ghost, the Third 
Person of the Blessed Trinity, comes as a Spirit of 
Life ; in Confirmation He comes as a Spirit of Strength. 
By Baptism we are enrolled as soldiers of Christ ; by 
Confirmation we receive the weapons wherewith to 
fight By Baptism we are made inheritors of the King- 
dom of Heaven ; by Confirmation we receive Grace 
and Strength, that we may not forfeit that inheritance. 

2. Institution.— Though we are not expressly told 
that this Rite was instituted by Christ, yet it was most 
probably one of "the things pertaining to the Kingdom 
of Gk)D," of which He spoke to His Apostles during the 
forty days that He was on earth after His Resurrection. 

This ordinance has existed from the earliest ages of 
the Church, ever since the time of the Apostles. We 
read in Acts viiL 14, 17, and Acts xix. 6, that the 
Apostles "laid their hands ''upon those who are bap- 
tized ; and S. Paul, in Heb. vi. 1, 2, speaks of "laying 
on of hands'' as one of the fundamental " principles of 
the doctrine of Christ." 

For the first ten or eleven centuries after Christ, 
Confirmation was administered, even in the case of 
infants, immediately after Baptism, if a Bishop was 
present ; if not^ as soon afterwards as he wais able to 
come. 

Our Church orders that adults shall be Confirmed as 
soon after Baptism as possible, but that children shall 
wait until they are capable of being instructed in the 
Faith, and in the nature of that vow which they are 
then publicly to renew. 

3. Renewal of Vows.— In the Service in our 
Prayer Book the Act of Confirmation is preceded by the 
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renewing of the Baptismal Vow. This custom is analo- 
gous to one that prevailed amongst the Jews. When their 
children had been instructed in the Law, they were 
brought up to the Temple to be examined, after which 
they engaged in their own persons to fulfil the condi- 
tions of the Covenant into which they had entered by 
Circumcision. 

To confirm meaoB to make firm or' strong. 

4. Necessity of Oonflrmation.— We must not 
imagine that we escape the necessity of keeping our Bap- 
tismal Vows by turning away fix)m Confirmation ; we 
are bound by our Baptism to keep them, and in neglect- 
ing to be Confirmed, we are refasing the Gift of Strength 
which enables us to keep them. We also deprive ourselves 
of the highest Christian privilege, the Holy Communion, 
as the Church directs that *^ none shall be admitted to 
the Holy Communion until he be Confirmed, or be 
ready and desirous to be Confirmed," (see Bubric at the 
end of the Confirmation Service,) and we cannot call a 
person ''ready and desirous'' who refuses an opportimity. 

6. Necessity of Holy Oommunion.— Neither 
must we be confirmed unless we intend to avail our- 
selves of this great privilege. In Baptism we receive 
the Gift of Life — ^in Confirmation the Gift of Strength ; 
but Life must be sustained, and Strength must be 
nourished, and Holy Communion is the Meat and 
Drink of our souls, that which keeps up the Life and 
Strength. Just as our natural life and bodily strength 
require food to keep them in us, so it is with our soul ; 
the Life given in Baptism will die, and the Stiength 
given us in Confirmation will wane unless they are 
nourished with the Spiritual Food of the Body and 
Blood of Him Who said, '' Except ye eat the Flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His Blood, ye have no Life 
in you." 

6. Gompaiison with Holy Orders.— Confirma- 
tion has the same outward sign, i.e, the laying on of 
hands, conveying the same inward grace, i.e. the Holy 
Spibit, as Holy Qviexa j the 4ifferw<?e "^^vi^ in the effects 



28 JVhaf Canfimiation U, 

of the Gift. In Confirmation He comes as the Gift of 
Strength for our own benefit, to help us in our spiritual 
warfare, and to admit us to the highest Cnristian 
privily — the Holy Communion. 

In Holy Orders He comes as a Gift of Power for the 
benefit of others, giving authority to celebrate the 
Sacraments, which are for the Life and Sustenance of 
Christians. 

7. Requisites. — ^We have now seen that there are 
three things necessary to Confirmation: — 

» 

(a) TAe laying on of harifis, — The outward sign con- 
veying the inward grace, i.e, the Holy Spirit. The 
laying on of hands was an ancient form of benediction 
amonfi;st the Jews. Jacob laid his hands on the sons of 
Joseph, Gen. xlviii 14. Moses laid his hands on 
Joshua, Numb, xxvii. 18-25. Our Blessed Lord 
laid His Hands on little Children when He blessed 
them, S. Matt. xix. 13-15. 

(6) The Minister, who must be a Bishop, as we learn 
from the fact, that when S. Philip the Deacon had con- 
verted and baptized the Samaritans, they had to wait 
for Confinnation until the Apostles came. 

(c^ The Recipient^ — ^a baptized person. No one can 
receive Confirmation who nas not been baptized, be- 
cause it is the confirming of grace, and that which does 
not exist cannot be confirmed. 

8. Allusions. — Confirmation is alluded to by various 
names in the New Testament : — 

(a) The laying on of hands (Heb. vi. 1, 2). 

(b) The Seal (Eph. iv. 30 ; 2 Cor. i. 21). 

(c) Unction or Anointing (1 S. John ii. 20, 27). 

There are no types of Confirmation. The setting 

anart of Joshua may serve as an illustration. He was 

filled v/ith the Spirit of Wisdom, " for Moses had laid 

's hands upon him " (Deut. xxxiv. 9), and he is con- 

tly urgea to " be strong and of good courage " (Deut, 

7,23; Josh, i, 6, 7, 9), 
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CHAPTER IX. 

dfte ?^0lg Spirit 

1. "r^OOTRINB.— God the Holy Ghost, the Third 
-■-^ Person of the Bleesed Trinity, is Almighty, 
Incomprehensible, Uncreated, Equal in Glory, Co- 
Etemal in Majesty with God the Father and God the 
Son. He is One and Undivided, but His operations 
are diverse (1 Cor. xii. 4-12). 

" I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of 
Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
Who with the Father and the Son together is wor- 
shipped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets."-^ 
Nicene Greed, 

''But the Gk)DHEAD of the Father, of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost, is dl one : the Glory equal and the 
Majesty co-etemal. 

" And in this Trinity, none is greater, or less than 
another. 

" But the whole Three Persons are co-etemal to- 
gether and co-equal.'' — Athan, Greed. 

2. His Office. — His special work is the Sanctification 
of souls. 

A. Generally, as the whole Church, by the Scriptures 
which contain all that is necessary for us to know and 
believe. 

B. Individually. 

(a) By Enlightening man's understanding, that he may 
be aole to receive and believe what has been revealed. 

(6) By Regeneration in Baptism, and Kenewing (S. 
John iii. 5 ; Titus iii. 5). 

(c) By San^tijkation, giving us grace to lead holy 
lives (Gal. v. X6-2Q). 
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3. His Operations. — The first mention of Ood the 
Holt Qhost in the Bible is as taking part in the Crea- 
tion as The Givbr of Life. 

(a) In the Creation of the world He moved upon the 
face of the waters and Light and Life began (Chen, i 2, 
etc.). 

(6) In the Creation of man (Gen. ii. 7 ; Job. xxvii. 3 ; 
xxxiii. 4). 

Breath and Spirit are the same word in Latin and Greek. 

4. Old Dispensation. — Before the Day of Pentecost 
He was given to individuals only for some special pur- 
pose, and not, as since that Day, poured upon the whole 
Church. 

(a) Joseph. — The Spirit of Understanding, to inter- 
pret Pharaoh's dream, and Judgment, to rule over the 
land of Egypt (Gen. xli 38). 

(6) The Seventy Elders. — The Spirit of Counsel, to 
enable them to help Moses. As soon as the Spirit 
rested upon them, tney, like the Apostles on the Day 
of Pentecost, spake by His Power (Numb. xi. 25-30; 
Acts ii.). 

(c) Bezaleel and Hiram.— 1. The Spirit of Wisdom, 
Understanding and Knowledge, for the making and 
adorning of the Tabernacle (Exod. xxxi. 2, 3). 

2. For God's work in the Temple (1 Kings viL 14). 

((Q Joshua.— The Spirit of Wisdom, to enable him to 
lead the Israelites safely to the Promised Land (Deut. 
xxxiv. 9). 

(«) Gideon.- The Spirit of Might, to deliver Israel 
from the Midianites (Judges vi. 34, vii.). 

(/) Samson.— The Spirit of Strength, for the deliver- 
ance of Qod's people so long as he remained faithful 
(Judges ziv. 6). 

le spake by the Prophets. 
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(a) BalSiam.— The Spirit of Fear. He was con- 
strained to bless Israel though the king had sent for him 
to curse them. He prophesied that the Messiah should 
come of their seed (Numb. xxiv. 17). 

(5) Saul. — ^At his anointing (1 Sam. x. 1-11). 

(c) David.~In his whole life (2 Sam. zjdii. 1, 2). 

(cQ Isaiah. — His book is full of prophecies of the Com- 
ing of the Messiah ^Isa. vii. 14, iz. 6, 7). Also of the 
future outpouring 01 the Holy Spirit upon the whole 
Church (Isa. xxxii 15, zliv. 3, Ixi. 1). 

There is not space in this small book to mention 
many of the Prophets. 

6. New Testament.— By the operation of the Holt 
Ghost, the Incarnation of our TiORD Jesus Christ was 
wrought (S. Luke i. 35). At His Baptism, the Holy 
Ghost descended in the shape of a dove (S. Matt. iii. 16). 

Ten days after the Ascension, on the Day of Pente- 
cost, our Blessed Lord's Promise, of which the Prophets 
had spoken hundreds of years before, was fulfilled ; the 
Holt Ghost was poured out, to build up the Church 
of Jesus Christ (S. John ziy. 16 ; Acts li* 4 ; Joel ii. 
28, 29). 

7. (a^ Extraordinary Gilts.— The power of speak- 
ing witn tongues, healing and working of miracles, etc 

(6) Special Gifts of the Holy Ghost.— 1. The 
authority given to Bishops for the laying on of hands in 
Confirmation and Ordination. 

2. The authority given to the Clergy to administer 
the Sacraments. 

(c) Ordinary Gifts.— These gifts are sevenfold, and 
convey all the grace and power to resist temptation and 
to lead a holy life. (Isa. xi. 2.) 
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(1.) The Spirit of Wisdom.— The knowledge of 
Divine things. 

(2.) Understanding, the appiehension of them. 

S.) Gounsel.~This teaches ns to decide what is 
„ t when it seems difficult. 

(4) Ghostly Strength.— This enables us to fight 
against our enemies and overcome them. 

(6.) Knowledge.— This teaches us to know Qod's 
Will 

(6.) True Godliness.— This helps ns to lead holy 
lives. 

(7.) Holy Fear.— To fear to offend God, to be devout 
and reverent in His Service. 



8. Fruits of the Spirit.— 

1. Love. 7. Faith. 

2. Joy. 8. Meekness. 

3. Peace. 9. Temperance. 

4. Longsuffering. 10. Righteousness. 

5. Gentleness. 11, Truth. 

6. Gk)odness. 



See Gal. v. 22 ; 
^ Eph. V. 9. 



9. Titles of Holy Spirit :— 

Spirit of God. S. Matt.iii. 16 ; Rom. viii. 9-14 
Spirit of the Fathsr. S. Matt x. 20. 
Spirit of Christ. Rom. viiL 9 ; GaL iv. 6. 
Spirit of Truth. S. John xiv. 17. 
The COM70RTER. S. John xiv. 26^ 
Holt Spirit of Promise. Eph. i. 13. 
Spirit of Grace. Heb. z. 29. 
Spirit of Holiness. Rom. L 4. 



The Order of Confirmation. 33 



CHAPTER X. 

W^% ®ttier 0f Confirmatton* 

THIS Service may be divided into three parts : — 
I. The Eenewing of the Baptismal Vows. 
II. The Act of Coniirmatioii. 
IIL The Condusion. 

I. The Renewing op the Baptismal Vows. 

1. The Opening Preface. — This was only a 
Rubric until the last Kevision of the Prayer Book (1661). 
It reminds those who are about to be confirmed of the 
solemn vows they made in their Baptism, which they 
are now called upon to renew, and openly with their 
own mouths to declare their willingness to fulfil their 
obligations. They are not for the first time taMng 
upon themselves these vows. The very word " renew " 
implies something that has been done before. 

2. The Bishop's Question.— The Bishop then 
asks the Candidates whether they acknowledge them- 
selves bound by their Baptismal vows, to wmch they 
answer " I do." 

II. The Act op Confibmation. 

1. Suffrages. — Owr help, etc, (Ps. cxxiv. 7.)— This 
reminds them that it is by God's help, and not in their 
own strength, that they can fulfil the promise they have 
just made. 

Blessed he, etc. (Ps. cxiii. 2).— We praise God for the 
gift already given in Baptism, which He is now about 
to give in greater measure. 

The Bishop then, after the example of the Apostles, 
proceeds to pray for those about to be confirmed. 



34 The Order of Confirmation. 

2. The First Prayer. — ^An acknowledgment of tlie 
Blessing received in Baptism — new birth and remission 
of sins. They were then made Christ's soldiera, and 
now that they are about to go out into the field of battle, 
and will need more strength to fight against their enemies, 
we ask that the Holy Spirit maybe given them in His 
Fulness, and the Sevenfold Gifts may be so rooted in 
them, that they may bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. 

3. The Act of Oonflrmation. 

" Then all the candidates " in order kneeling before 
the Bishop, he shall lay his hand upon the head of 
every one severally, saying, — 

Defend, Lord, this Thy Child, ete.— When he " lavs 
his hand" with prayer (the outward si^) upon the 
person, the Holy Ghost is conferred (the mward grace'), 
the gift of strength to fight manfully under Christ s 
baimer against sin, the world, and the Devil, and to 
grow in the grace now imparted, that he may be fitted 
for Glory hereafter. 

III. The Conclusion. 

1. The Lord be with you, etc., is followed by the 
Lord's Prayer and two Collects. 

2. The First Collect. — In this the Bishop con- 
fidently asserts his faith that the outward sign having 
been properly performed, so surely is the inward grace 
given ; he then goes on to pray the blessing just received 
may abide with them for ever, that the Hand of God may 
ever be over them to protect them from evil, and the 
Holy Spirit be with them to lead them into all good. 

3. The Second Collect asks that not only our souls, 
but also our bodies may be preserved from eviL 

4. The Blessiner concludes the Service. It is one of 
the principal parts of a Priest's office to bless the people 
in God*s Name (Deut. x. 8), and He has promised to 
bless those whom they bless (Numb, vi 23 to end). 
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The wording of the Blessing is diflferent to that in the 
Communion Service. Here it is — " The blessing of Go<i 
.... be upon you," i.e. upon those children upon 
whom the Bishop has laid his hands. In the Com- 
munion Service it is, — " The blessing of God .... be 
amongst you." 

OLOSSABY. 

Administration. The act of giving or dispensing. 
Analogrous. Bearing a likeness. 
Confer. To give or bestow. 
Certify. To declare for certain. 
Endeavour themselves. — Set themselves. 
Fundamental. Foundation; chief point. 

Ministerial function. An office belonging to the 
Priesthood. 

Operations. — ^Workings. 

Hatify. — To establish by a public act. 

Severally. Singly. 

The more edifyingf. — The greater profit. 

Wane. To decrease ; grow less. 

Tears of discretion. — Capable of being instructed 
in the Faith, of learning the Creed, Lord's Prayer, 
and Ten Commandments. 



